When writing a recommendation letter for medical school from a
doctor, it’s crucial to capture the applicant’s competencies
and potential in the medical field. Such letters should
highlight the candidate’s academic achievements, personal
qualities, and suitability for a career in medicine.

Key Elements of a Medical School
Recommendation Letter

1. Applicant’s Relationship with the Recommender: Detail how
the recommender knows the applicant, including the capacity
and duration of their relationship.

2. Academic and Clinical Abilities: Discuss the applicant’s
academic achievements, clinical skills, and any relevant
medical experiences.

3. Personal Qualities: Highlight personal attributes such as
compassion, empathy, dedication, and teamwork skills.

4. Examples of Competence and Potential: Provide specific
instances where the applicant demonstrated medical competence
and potential.

Writing Tips for Effective Recommendation
Letters

— Be Specific: Use detailed examples to illustrate the
applicant’s abilities and achievements.

— Stay Relevant: Focus on qualities and experiences that are
pertinent to a career in medicine.

— Professional Tone: Maintain a formal and respectful tone
throughout the letter.

— Keep It Concise: Aim for a length of one page, ensuring
clarity and brevity.



Sample Template 1: From a Supervising
Physician

[Doctor’s Name]

[Doctor’s Title and Affiliation]
[Address]

[City, State, Zip Code]

[Date]

[Admissions Office]
[Medical School Name]
[Address]

[City, State, Zip Code]

Dear Admissions Committee,

I am writing to recommend [Applicant’s Name] for admission to
your medical school program. As a [Your Position] at
[Hospital/Clinic Name], I have supervised [Applicant’s Name]
for [Duration] during [His/Her] internship/rotation 1in
[Department].

[Applicant’s Name] has demonstrated exceptional knowledge in
[Specific Medical Fields or Skills]. [He/She] possesses strong
clinical skills, which were evident when [Specific Example].
[His/Her] ability to [Mention Specific Skills or Attributes]
makes [Him/Her] a strong candidate for your program.

[Applicant’s Name] is not only academically gifted but also
displays qualities essential in a good physician, such as
[Mention Personal Qualities, e.g., empathy, communication
skills]. [Specific Instance Demonstrating These Qualities].

I am confident that [Applicant’s Name] will excel in your
program and become a compassionate, skilled physician. Please
feel free to contact me if you require further information.

Sincerely,

[Doctor’s Name]



[Contact Information]

Sample Template 2: From a Research Mentor

[Doctor’s Name]

[Position]
[Institution/Hospital Name]
[Address]

[City, State, Zip Code]
[Date]

[Admissions Committee]
[Medical School Name]
[Address]

[City, State, Zip Code]

Dear Admissions Committee,

I am pleased to recommend [Applicant’s Name] for admission to
[Medical School Name]. As [Applicant’s Name]'s research mentor
at [Institution/Hospital Name], I have closely observed
[His/Her] contributions to our research on [Research Topic].

During the research project, [Applicant’s Name] displayed a
deep understanding of [Specific Medical or Scientific
Principles]. [He/She] was instrumental in [Specific Research
Achievements or Contributions], showcasing [His/Her]
analytical skills and attention to detail.

Beyond [His/Her] academic and research abilities, [Applicant’s
Name] has shown [Personal Qualities, e.g., dedication,
teamwork]. An example of this was when [Describe a Specific
Situation].

[Applicant’s Name] has the qualities and drive to succeed in
the challenging environment of medical school. I am confident
[He/She] will make significant contributions to the field of
medicine.



Sincerely,

[Doctor’s Name]
[Contact Information]

Sample Template 3: From a Clinical
Supervisor

[Doctor’s Name]

[Position]

[Medical Institution/Hospital Name]
[Address]

[City, State, Zip Code]

[Date]

[Admissions Office]
[Medical School Name]
[Address]

[City, State, Zip Code]

Dear Admissions Committee,

I am writing to strongly recommend [Applicant’s Name] for
admission to [Medical School Name]. As [His/Her] clinical
supervisor in [Department] at [Hospital Name], I have observed
[His/Her] clinical abilities and patient interactions.

Throughout [His/Her] time in [Department], [Applicant’s Name]
demonstrated [Specific Clinical Skills or Medical Knowledge],
particularly in [Specific Area]. For instance, [Describe a
Specific Instance or Achievement].

Moreover, [Applicant’s Name]'s interpersonal skills with both
patients and staff were outstanding. [He/She] consistently
showed [Personal Qualities, e.g., empathy, communication
skills], which 1is crucial in a healthcare setting.

I am confident that [Applicant’s Name] will be an asset to



your program and will thrive as a medical student and future
physician.

Sincerely,

[Doctor’s Name]
[Contact Information]

Sample Template 4: From a Volunteering
Supervisor

[Doctor’s Name]

[Position]
[Organization/Hospital Name]
[Address]

[City, State, Zip Code]
[Date]

[Admissions Committee]
[Medical School Name]
[Address]

[City, State, Zip Code]

Dear Admissions Committee,

I am delighted to recommend [Applicant’s Name] for admission
to [Medical School Name]. In my role as [Your Position] at
[Organization/Hospital Name], I supervised [Applicant’s Name]
in [Volunteering Role or Project].

During [His/Her] time with us, [Applicant’s Name] displayed a
genuine commitment to [Specific Aspect of Healthcare or
Volunteering]. [He/She] was particularly involved in [Describe
Specific Activities or Responsibilities], where [He/She]
demonstrated [Specific Skills or Attributes].

[Applicant’s Name] also exhibited excellent interpersonal
skills and compassion in interactions with [Patients,



Community Members, etc.]. A notable instance of this was when
[Describe a Specific Example].

[His/Her] dedication to healthcare and helping others makes
[Him/Her] an ideal candidate for your medical program.

Sincerely,

[Doctor’s Name]
[Contact Information]



